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FunctionalFunctional RequirementsRequirements forfor
BibliographicBibliographic RecordsRecords

•• ApprovedApproved byby IFLA in 1997IFLA in 1997
•• PublishedPublished in 1998in 1998
•• ConceptualConceptual model model ofof thethe ‘‘bibliographicbibliographic

universeuniverse’’

•• StillStill ‘‘newnew’’??
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UserUser functionsfunctions
•• using the data to using the data to FINDFIND materials that materials that 

correspond to the user's stated search criteriacorrespond to the user's stated search criteria
•• using the data retrieved to using the data retrieved to IDENTIFYIDENTIFY an entityan entity

(e.g., to confirm that the document described corresponds to the(e.g., to confirm that the document described corresponds to the
document sought by the user, or to distinguish between two document sought by the user, or to distinguish between two similarsimilar
documentsdocuments) ) 

•• using the data to using the data to SELECTSELECT an entity that is an entity that is 
appropriate to the user's needsappropriate to the user's needs (e.g., to select a text in (e.g., to select a text in 
a language the user understands, or to choose a version of a a language the user understands, or to choose a version of a 
computer program that is compatible with the hardware and computer program that is compatible with the hardware and 
operating system available to the user) operating system available to the user) 

•• using the data in order to acquire or using the data in order to acquire or OBTAINOBTAIN
access to the entity describedaccess to the entity described
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EntitiesEntities

•• Group 1Group 1
(products of intellectual and artistic endeavor)(products of intellectual and artistic endeavor)
•• WorkWork
•• ExpressionExpression
•• ManifestationManifestation
•• ItemItem

•• Group 2 Group 2 
((actorsactors relatedrelated to Group1 to Group1 entitiesentities))
•• PersonPerson
•• Corporate BodyCorporate Body

•• Group 3 Group 3 
(subjects of works)(subjects of works)
•• All in Groups 1 and 2 plus:All in Groups 1 and 2 plus:
•• ConceptConcept
•• ObjectObject
•• EventEvent
•• PlacePlace
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““TheThe FRBR FRBR revolutionrevolution””

•• UserUser--orientedoriented viewview ofof cataloguingcataloguing
•• CatalogueCatalogue as a as a databasedatabase andand not a not a replicareplica

ofof a a cardcard cataloguecatalogue
•• ReRe--thinkingthinking ofof currentcurrent cataloguingcataloguing theorytheory

andand practicepractice

•• potential for potential for interoperabilityinteroperability withinwithin ALM, ALM, 
rights management, Semantic Webrights management, Semantic Web
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ObstaclesObstacles to to implementationimplementation

•• ConservativeConservative viewsviews
•• LegacyLegacy datadata
•• Model is Model is perceivedperceived as as ‘‘vveryery abstractabstract andand

theoreticaltheoretical’’
•• Open to Open to interpretationinterpretation (e.g. (e.g. expressionexpression))
•• No No datadata model, no model, no cataloguingcataloguing rulesrules
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ButBut……

•• FRBRisationFRBRisation experimentsexperiments
•• OCLC OCLC FictionFinderFictionFinder
•• VTLSVTLS
•• ……
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TheThe ““FRBR FRBR familyfamily””

•• FRBR: FRBR: thethe original original frameworkframework
–– AllAll entitiesentities, , focusingfocusing on on GroupGroup 11

•• FRAR (FRAD): FRAR (FRAD): FunctionalFunctional RequirementsRequirements forfor
AuthorityAuthority RecordsRecords//DataData
–– FocusFocus on on GroupGroup 22
–– AlmostAlmost finishedfinished

•• FRSAR: FRSAR: FunctionalFunctional RequirementsRequirements forfor SubjectSubject
AuthorityAuthority RecordsRecords
–– FocusFocus on Group3on Group3
–– OOngoingngoing
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RecentRecent developmentsdevelopments

•• WorkshopWorkshop in Dublin, OH (2005)in Dublin, OH (2005)
•• IFLA IFLA prepre--conferenceconference in Jin Jäärvenprvenpääää (2005)(2005)
•• ActiveActive role role ofof FRBR FRBR ReviewReview GroupGroup

–– ExpressionExpression
–– AggregatesAggregates
–– AttributesAttributes

•• FRBR/CRM FRBR/CRM harmonisationharmonisation WGWG
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ExpressionExpression WGWG

•• ProposalProposal underunder reviewreview
•• A more A more pragmaticpragmatic definitiondefinition ofof ExpressionExpression::

On a practical level, the degree to which On a practical level, the degree to which 
bibliographic distinctions are made between bibliographic distinctions are made between 
variant variant expressions expressions of a of a work work will depend to some will depend to some 
extent on the nature of the extent on the nature of the work work itself, on the itself, on the 
anticipated needs of users and on what the anticipated needs of users and on what the 
cataloguer can reasonably be expected to cataloguer can reasonably be expected to 
recognize from the recognize from the manifestationmanifestation being described.being described.
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AggregatesAggregates WGWG

PlansPlans to to covercover (a) (a) collectionscollections, , selectionsselections, , 
anthologiesanthologies..., (b) ..., (b) augmentationsaugmentations, (c) , (c) 
seriesseries, (d) , (d) journalsjournals, (e) , (e) integratingintegrating
resourcesresources, (f) , (f) multipartmultipart monographsmonographs

CompositesComposites ofof dependentdependent//independentindependent
worksworks

OngoingOngoing workwork
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AttributesAttributes
General General agreementagreement on on revisionrevision, , hashas not not startedstarted

AttributesAttributes werewere defineddefined fromfrom existingexisting cataloguingcataloguing
practicepractice andand mappedmapped to FRBR to FRBR useruser functionsfunctions laterlater..

•• Are some Are some attributesattributes missingmissing? ? 
•• ShouldnShouldn’’t t attributesattributes bebe defineddefined fromfrom thethe analysisanalysis ofof

useruser functionsfunctions andand entitiesentities? ? 
•• Are Are electronicelectronic resourcesresources appropriatelyappropriately dealtdealt withwith??
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FRBR/CRM FRBR/CRM HarmonisationHarmonisation
•• To reach a common view of cultural heritage To reach a common view of cultural heritage 

informationinformation ((becausebecause wewe shareshare usersusers andand typestypes ofof
materialsmaterials))

•• To check To check FRBRFRBR’’ss internal consistencyinternal consistency
•• To enable interoperability and integration (mediation To enable interoperability and integration (mediation 

tools, Semantic Web applicationstools, Semantic Web applications……))
•• For For FRBRFRBR’’ss and CIDOC CRMand CIDOC CRM’’s mutual benefit (to s mutual benefit (to 

extend the scope of both)extend the scope of both)
•• To open the way to future applications (semantic To open the way to future applications (semantic 

paths between heterogeneous library and museum paths between heterogeneous library and museum 
databases)databases)
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OutcomesOutcomes

•• AfterAfter 7 7 meetingsmeetings a a firstfirst completecomplete draftdraft ofof
““FRBRooFRBRoo”” publishedpublished forfor publicpublic commentcomment

•• ClarificationsClarifications ofof FRBR (FRBR (manifestationmanifestation))
•• ModelingModeling ofof processesprocesses
•• Publisher (Publisher (intellectualintellectual) ) contributioncontribution
•• ClarificationClarification ofof conceptsconcepts, , definitionsdefinitions
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NextNext stepssteps

•• Group 2, Group 3, FRAR Group 2, Group 3, FRAR andand FRSAR FRSAR attributesattributes
•• FRBRFRBR, FRAR , FRAR & FR& FRSSAR relationshipsAR relationships
•• Polish the overall picture (some attributes were Polish the overall picture (some attributes were 

postponed, some new concepts need postponed, some new concepts need 
clarification)clarification)

•• Check the robustnessCheck the robustness
•• Draft deliverables: scope notes and examples for Draft deliverables: scope notes and examples for 

each class & property, tutorials, explanatory each class & property, tutorials, explanatory 
documentsdocuments……

•• prepareprepare a a prototypeprototype applicationapplication
•• = 2 years of work??= 2 years of work??
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PotentialPotential ofof FRBRFRBR

•• NationalNational bibliographiesbibliographies

•• PortalsPortals ((clusteringclustering ofof resultsresults))

•• IntellectualIntellectual rightsrights managementmanagement
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TheThe futurefuture

•• TheThe newnew cataloguingcataloguing rulesrules (RDA)(RDA)//ItalianItalian
•• InternationalInternational MeetingsMeetings ofof ExpertsExperts forfor anan

InternationalInternational CataloguingCataloguing CodeCode (IME(IME--ICC) ICC) 
•• PrototypesPrototypes ofof FRBRisationFRBRisation toolstools
•• PrototypesPrototypes ofof newnew cataloguescatalogues
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InteroperabilityInteroperability

•• WithinWithin thethe librarylibrary communitycommunity
•• WithWith otherother communitiescommunities in in thethe culturalcultural

heritageheritage sectorsector
•• OtherOther
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WithinWithin librarylibrary communitycommunity

•• AcceptanceAcceptance withinwithin thethe communitycommunity
–– DevelopmentDevelopment ofof thethe modelmodel
–– CataloguingCataloguing rulesrules

•• RealReal--lifelife applicationsapplications
–– DataData modelmodel
–– InterfaceInterface

•• LegacyLegacy datadata
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LegacyLegacy datadata

•• IncompleteIncomplete recordsrecords
•• InconsistentInconsistent datadata
•• Notes as Notes as sourcesource ofof importantimportant infomationinfomation
•• ManyMany worksworks onlyonly publishedpublished onceonce

•• AcceptAccept lessless--thanthan--perfectperfect resultsresults
•• Social Social taggingtagging//annotationannotation??
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InteroperabilityInteroperability withwith museummuseum
documentationdocumentation

•• DevelopDevelop//refinerefine FRBRooFRBRoo furtherfurther
•• PrototypesPrototypes neededneeded
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OtherOther??

•• ArchivesArchives
•• IntellectualIntellectual rightsrights managementmanagement

•• ShouldShould bebe investigatedinvestigated
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A A quotequote fromfrom mymy favouritefavourite bookbook

HereHere is is EdwardEdward BearBear, , comingcoming downstairsdownstairs nownow, , 
bumpbump, , bumpbump, , bumpbump, on , on thethe back back ofof hishis headhead, , 
behindbehind ChristopherChristopher Robin. It is, as far as Robin. It is, as far as hehe
knowsknows, , thethe onlyonly wayway ofof comingcoming downstairsdownstairs, , butbut
sometimessometimes hehe feelsfeels thatthat therethere reallyreally is is anotheranother
wayway, , ifif onlyonly hehe couldcould stop stop bumpingbumping forfor a a 
moment moment andand thinkthink ofof it. it. AndAnd thenthen hehe feelsfeels thatthat
perhapsperhaps therethere isnisn’’t... (A.A. Milne, t... (A.A. Milne, TheThe HouseHouse at at 
PoohPooh CornerCorner))
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TheThe librarylibrary communitycommunity shouldshould

•• FinalyFinaly acceptaccept FRBRFRBR
•• UnderstandUnderstand thethe importanceimportance ofof cooperationcooperation

withwith otherother communitiescommunities


